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'Foster-care nightmare' for boys

When Raven Hamlett was ready to kick drugs and get her life together, she �gured temporary foster care was the best place

for her six kids.

Only after Hamlett got them back did she learn the awful truth, she says - her 5-year-old son was forced to watch porn �icks

and act out sex scenes with his 2-year-old brother.

"I thought my kids would be safe in the care of the city, but the system failed my children," said a tearful Hamlett, 29.

Hamlett sued the city, foster care agency Graham Windham and the unnamed pervert in Bronx Supreme Court last month.

"This is a foster-care nightmare that nobody should have to live with," said her lawyer, David Lesch. "I have never seen

anything so heinous come through this of�ce."

Lesch said Hamlett voluntarily put her children in foster care in February 2004 and took them back in June 2006.

BY 
CHRISENA COLEMAN
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

Monday, August 27, 2007, 4:00 AM

Raven Hamlett cries over sons' sex abuse.

http://www.nydailynews.com/
http://www.nydailynews.com/authors?author=Chrisena-Coleman%3Cbr%3Edaily-News-Staff-Writer


10/12/2016 'Foster-care nightmare' for boys - NY Daily News

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/crime/foster-care-nightmare-boys-article-1.238768 2/2

When she sought her son's medical records from the city Administration for Children's Services, she said, she discovered a

referral for "medical evaluation due to report of sexual behavior with his younger brother."

In a June hearing with city lawyers, the boy testi�ed that a visitor to his foster home named Victor made him and his younger

brother watch porn and act out scenes. He said he was too scared to tell anyone.

At least 300 children in foster care were abused or neglected in the year ending July 1, skyrocketing 57% above the year

before, according to ACS statistics.

The city Law Department said it was evaluating the lawsuit. Graham Windham representatives could not be reached for

comment.

Hamlett said her son, now 8, won't talk about the abuse, but he cries all the time, gets into �ghts and is plagued by

nightmares.

"My youngest son was 2 when it happened, and I don't see any effects in him, but my older son is troubled," Hamlett said. "I

don't know what he's thinking, but his life will never be the same."
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